18.3 Shaping Public Opinion

· Essential idea

· Investigate how public opinion is formed in the United States

Lots of Opinions!

· Many citizens opinions don’t influence government

· Public opinion: _____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

· Public opinion has and enormous influence on govt!

Characteristics of Public Opinion

· ___________________

· Vast nation, unlikely all citizens will have same opinions

· ____________________

· Peoples ideas must be communicated to gov’t

· Done through interest groups, opinion polls

· Significant Numbers

· Enough peeps need to hold a particular opinion for govt to listen

Political Socialization

· Background and life experiences influence peoples’ opinions

· _________________________________________________________________________________________________ political socialization

Factors of Socialization!

· Family

· Schools

· ___________________

· Close friends, clubs, and work groups

· Social Characteristics

· Economic and social status

· ___________________

· Tv, radio, newspapers, movies, books

· President, members of Congress, interest groups

I don’t care…

· Political efficacy

· Refers to an individuals ___________________________________

· Some socialized to believe they can’t impact the system

· Others are socialized to believe their actions can lead to changes

Political Culture

· Set of ______________________________________ that most citizens share

· US: liberty, freedom, equality, etc

· Helps citizens set boundaries for opinions 

· Impacts the way we interpret events around us

Ideology & Public Policy

· Ideology: ________________________________________________

· Provides context for looking at govt

· Most people determine opinions issue by issue rather than follow a strict ideology

Conservative

· Believes in 

· __________________________

· Supporting moral values

· ________________________ should solve social problems

· Oppose govt limitations on business

Liberal

· Believes

· Govt should promote _____________________________

· Willing to limit __________________ to increase equality

· Social freedoms should not be restricted by govt

Moderates & Libertarians

· Moderates

· Fall btwn liberals & conservatives

· Libertarians

· Support ________________________________

· Free markets and unrestricted speech

18.4 Measuring Public Opinion

· Essential idea

· Evaluate the methods used to measure public opinion

Methods of gauging P.O

· Political Party Org.

· ____________________________

· Share info with officials but usually not good measure of broad p.o

· ___________________________

· Measure program ratings to gauge p.o

· Letter Writing

· ___________________________

· Quick responses to speeches

· ___________________________

· Unscientific attempts to measure p.o

· Always a biased sample: peeps who respond to them are self-selected

Scientific Polling

· 3 scientific steps

· Selecting a sample of the group to be questioned

· Presenting carefully worded questions to individuals in sample

· Interpreting the results

Sample Populations

· Group of people to studied: ____________

· Pollsters question a representative sample: _________________________________________________________

· Need a ____________: everyone in the universe has an equal chance of being selected 

Sample Error

· Measurement of how much the ________________________________

· Error decreases as sample size increases

· Ex: 65% of Americans favor tougher gun control laws, with 3% sampling error, btwn 63-68% of population favor such laws

Sampling Procedures

· How do pollsters draw random samples of the whole nation?

· Use cluster samples: ________________________________________________

Poll Questions

· The way a _____________________________________________

· Do you favor a proposal to bring home all US troops from Vietnam before the end of the year?

· Do you agree or disagree with a proposal to withdraw all US troops by the end of the year regardless of what happens in Vietnam after US troops leave?

Interpreting Results

· __________________________

· Usually major org. have learned how to take polls and be within a few % points

· Ex: VNS exit polling in 2000 election

