6.2 The Powers of the Presidency Notes
“The presidency has made every man who occupied it, no matter how small, bigger than he was; and no matter how bit, not big enough for its demands.” –Lyndon Johnson

Executive Powers

· Appointment/removal power

· Executive orders

· Executive privilege
Diplomatic & Military Powers

· Diplomatic powers
· Treaties

· Executive agreements
· Diplomatic recognition
· Commander in Chief

· War Powers Act

Legislative Powers & Judicial Powers
· State of the Union Address

· Veto power

· Reprieves

· Pardons

· Amnesty
· commutation
Informal Power

· ability to command media attention

· leader of the party

· set party agenda

Checks on the President’s Power

· Limitation by Congress 
· Judicial Review  
· Media

· Public Opinion 
Growth of Presidential Power

Article II

“The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America.”

· Much of our political history can be told in terms of the struggle over the meaning of the constitutional phrase “executive power” that is, over the extent of presidential power.  That struggle has pitted those who have argued for a weaker presidency, subordinate to Congress, against hose who have pressed for a stronger, independent, co-equal executive.

What two factors have led to the growth of presidential power?
Overtime, the presidency has found informal sources of power. The following Presidents expanded the power of the Presidency:

a. Thomas Jefferson 

i. Louisiana Purchase-set precedent that there were inherent powers that were implied by Article II.

b. Abraham Lincoln 

i. Suspended Habeas corpus, raised an army before Congress approved, did what was necessary to preserve the Union

c. Theodore Roosevelt 

i. Declared intent to do anything the needs of the nation required as long as it wasn’t forbidden by the constitution

d. Franklin Roosevelt 

i. Faced severe depression, set up programs to assist Americans, from this point on Americans expected the prez to take on economic and political problems

e. George W. Bush 

i. Peeps looked to him for leadership after 9/11, was given authority to lead the fight on terrorism

Please choose one of the focus activities below. Complete on a separate sheet of paper and turn in.
· Nixon v the United States. A major ruling on the concept of executive privilege pg. 171
· The Presidential Power to Make War…Are the executive’s expanding war powers constitutionally sound? Pg. 179

