Causes of the Civil War Project
The Civil War was the most divisive period in American History.  Even today, it remains a defining moment in the construction of the modern American nation.  Its meaning and causes remain hotly contested.  The purpose of this project will be to explore some of the issues and conflicts that produced the tensions that ultimately caused the secession of the south and the initiation of hostilities.  As we attempt to assign relative importance to each of these causes, we must be mindful of the influence of our positions as twenty-first-century observers.  Teleology (seeing the past through the lens of the present), is always a temptation, but let us strive to put ourselves in the shoes of the historical actors themselves.

Project Overview

Students will work in groups to research at least one point of tension that contributed to the conflict between the North and the South. They will, then, use their research to do the following: 

· Create a 10 minute mini lesson for the class which illustrates the significance of your event as a cause of the Civil War.

Lessons Must meet the following criteria: 

· Clearly explain the assigned event

· Explain how the event may have been perceived in the North & the South

· Clearly explain how the event contributed to the coming of the Civil War

· Illustrate multiple perspectives on the issue…historiography if possible
· Use technology to inform the audience (ppt, Prezi, original video, original website, Google presentation, etc)

· Be historically accurate

· Incorporate visual aids 

· Involve every group member

· Use effective oral presentation techniques

· The presentation must have a minimum of two different, reputable sources
· Include a Works Cited slide/page etc, using MLA format 

The assignment is worth 35 points and will be marked based on the criteria above using the Presentation Rubric attached.

Notes: 

· You will be provided 1 day (10/3) to work on your presentations in class.  Bring all materials you need to make the best use of your time.

· Presentations will begin on 10/5 and all students must be prepared to present starting that day.

 Group 1

1. Missouri Compromise

2. Manifest Destiny

3. Mexican War

a. Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

4. Slavery and the new territory

a. Wilmot Proviso vs Popular Sovereignty

Group 2

5. Compromise of 1850

a. Fugitive Slave Act

Group 3

6. Ostend Manifesto

7. Publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Group 4

8. Kansas Nebraska Act

Group 5

9. Birth of the Republican Party

Group 6

10. Bleeding Kansas

Group 7

11. Brooks Sumner Incident

Group 8

12. Dred Scott Decision

Group 9

13. Lincoln ideology & Lincoln Douglas Debates

Group 10

14. John Brown’s Raid

Group 11

15. Election of 1860

