Subunit: Causes of the American Civil War
An Introduction

American Civil War. . . 

· 360,000 union dead

· 260,000 confederates dead

· 2% of the population gone

· 50,000 civilian casualties
· all in four years time

What caused the American Civil War? 

· 20 million hits on Google, endless books, blogs

· 150+ years later historians are still arguing about it
Civil War: war between organized groups within the same nation

· aims: one side wants to take control, achieve independence, or change govt policies

· “When” a situation becomes a civil war is contested by historians…how many casualties are needed?

· The “root” of all civil wars is that there is some “difference” between the people of that nation. . . otherwise they would stay together

· Sectionalism: loyalty to the interests of ones own region/section of the country rather than the country as a whole

· Can be reflected by different economies, social structures, customs, political values

Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech at Springfield, Illinois 1858

"A house divided against itself cannot stand."
I believe this government cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free.
I do not expect the Union to be dissolved -- I do not expect the house to fall -- but I do expect it will cease to be divided. 
It will become all one thing or all the other. 
Either the opponents of slavery, will arrest the further spread of it, and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it forward, till it shall become alike lawful in all the States, old as well as new -- North as well as South.
So the question is.. . . how DIFFERENT were the North and the South in the United States prior to 1860?

· And based on those differences. . . which difference/s CAUSED the Civil War?

