Chapter 11: The Federal Court System

11.1 Powers of the Federal Courts (pg 305-310)

Essential Idea: Compare the jurisdiction of federal and state courts and describe the growth of the Supreme Court.

1. Where in the Constitution is the Judicial Branch discussed?

Jurisdiction of the Courts

2. Each of the ______________ has its own ______________ whose power derives from _________________.

3. The __________________ consists of the _______________ & the lower ______________ that were established by ___________.

4. Where do federal courts derive their power from?

5. Jurisdiction: 

6. State Courts have power over _________________.

7. Federal Courts have power over ________________.

8. Concurrent jurisdiction: 

9. Give me an example of concurrent jurisdiction.  

10. What is a trial court?

11. Explain original jurisdiction.

12. If a person loses a case in a trial court what can they do?

Developing Supreme Court Power

13. Explain how Marbury v Madison increased the power of the Supreme Court.

14. Explain the effect of McCulloch v Maryland on states’ rights.

Due Process

15. Where is the due process clause found in the Constitution?  What does it say?

16.  Explain what the Plessy v Ferguson case of 1896 established.

17.   When and under what Chief Justice did the Supreme Court emerge as a force in protecting civil liberties?

18. What is the significance of Brown v Board of Education? 

11.2 Lower Federal Courts (pg 312-317)

19. The Constitution created the __________________.

20.  Congress has the authority to created __________________.

Constitutional Courts

21. Describe Federal District Courts.  Be sure to mention how many districts there are in the US.  

22. Describe the Federal Court of Appeals.  How do you get there, how many judicial circuits are there, etc.

Legislative Courts

23. What is the purpose of the legislative courts?

24.  List the 7 legislative courts in the federal court system.

Selecting Federal Judges

25. Who selects ALL federal judges?

26. Why are federal judges given a life term?

27.  Explain a couple factors in the selection process of federal judges.

11.3 The Supreme Court (pg 320-326)

28. The Supreme Court is often seen as the court of ______________ in all questions of federal law.

29.  True or False.  The SC hears all cases that are presented before it.

30. The SC has the final authority in any case involving the ______________________________________.

31. Most of the cases the SC hears are _________________.

Jurisdiction

32. What two kinds of jurisdiction does the SC have?

33. What do most of the SC original jurisdiction cases involve?

34. True or False. Most of the cases the SC decides fall under the Court’s appellate jurisdiction.

Supreme Court Justices

35. How many SC justices are there?  What is their salary?  Can they be removed?

36. Their main duty is to ________________________________.

37. This main duty requires 3 decision making tasks:

38. What is the role of law clerks?

39. Who appoints SC justices?  

40. What elements go into choosing a justice?

