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“One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being governed by your inferiors.”

-Plato
Mrs. Kleinberger
Room:

D-4
Email:

ckleinberger@lvusd.org
Webpage: mrskleinberger.weebly.com
Readings:
United States Government – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Welcome to Fall Semester of your Senior Year!  I am thrilled to be teaching this class at such an exciting time and I expect to enjoy getting to know each of you as we work together this semester.  This course is designed to introduce students to the study of the development of our political system and our participation within the system. Students will also apply their knowledge of politics to contemporary events.  I believe it is important to understand what is happening NOW so that you can begin to formulate your opinions about various issues in the world and eventually develop your own personal ideology.  I am looking forward to our journey that lay ahead! ( . 
Standards Based Course Outline:

Foundations of American Govt 

Participating in Govt 

Legislative Branch 

Executive Branch 

Judicial Branch 

Civil Liberties & Supreme Court Cases 
Expectations:  

· Respect teachers, administrators and students while in the classroom. 

· Communicate appropriately during class discussions 
· Phones should only be out during class breaks.  
· Keep the use of the hall pass to a minimum. 
Consequences/Discipline: 

I do not tolerate inappropriate behavior in the classroom.  Any student not following district, school or classroom rules will be dealt with appropriately. 

Attendance: 

· The expectation is you are to be on time and ready to experience the joy of learning American Government when the bell rings.  

· School policy will be followed with regard to excessive tardies and unexcused absences.

Make-Up Work:
· It is your responsibility to see me at the beginning of class or support to clarify any assignments missed and to turn in any work that was collected on the day of your absence.  Please use my website via the Agoura High School website to access information on in class activities and homework.   All materials are available on the website and in the classroom.  You have the amount of days absent to make up missed work without penalty.
Grading:

The grading for this course will be based upon total points. All assignments will be given a point value and your final grade will be based upon the percentage of the total points you earned.  
· All projects and homework assignments are due at the beginning of the period. 
· Any assignment, including tests, that are submitted late will receive “1 point” credit. Although only 1 point, turning in late assignments (all assignments) will show effort and the desire for the highest grade possible. 
· All assessments (formative and summative) will cover information covered in class and in assigned readings.
· At the end of every class period, students will complete a class summary and reflection form to demonstrate learning and engagement for the class period’s lesson.  
**Extra Credit: There may be opportunities for extra credit throughout the semester.  
Listed below is the grade scale for the American Government course. 
Grade Scale:

	A+
	97% or Higher

	A
	93.0 to 96.9 %

	A-
	90.0 to 92.9 %

	B+
	87.0 to 89.9 %

	B
	83.0 to 86.9 %

	B-
	80.0 to 82.9 %

	C+
	77.0 to 79.9 %

	C
	73.0 to 76.9 %

	C-
	70.0 to 72.9 %

	D+
	67.0 to 69.9 %

	D
	63.0 to 66.9 %

	D-
	60.0 to 62.9 %

	F
	59.9% and Below


***Remember: This class is an opportunity for you to explore how YOU believe the world should work.  Please make the effort to put yourself out there, take risks, and attempt to critically think about the important issues presented in this class.  In addition, challenge yourself to engage in conversations with other classmates! ( Do your best to take advantage of Support Period for all questions, clarification, study help, and any other issues with which I can help.  Nothing makes me happier than to see you do well! My door is always open and I am here to help you succeed! ( 

