Interest Group & Lobbying Notes
ANOTHER way to participate in the political process is through INTEREST GROUPS. . . 
*Interest group: group of people who share common goals & organize to influence govt
*Political Parties and Interest Groups































































































































































*The purpose of interest groups is to bridge the gap between citizens & govt, communicate wants to leaders
*Why are interest groups more effective in influencing the government that are individual citizens? 
· Strength in numbers, stronger bargaining position, more financial resources
How do interest groups affect public policy?
The Work of Lobbyists

· Most interest groups try to influence government policy by making direct contact with lawmakers~called lobbying 

· The representative of interest groups who do this kinds of work are called lobbyists
· Three services that lobbyists provide to lawmakers are:
· Provide useful info that supports a groups position

· Testify for Congressional Committee when congress is considering a bill

· Draft bills
Rise of Political Action Committees (PACs)
· Interest groups provide a large % of funds used in candidates’ election campaigns

·  Funds come from PACS

· Think of PACs as the “fundraising arm” for interest groups

What is a PAC? 
· purpose  is to raise and spend money to elect and defeat candidates

· Most PACs represent business, labor or ideological interests
· PACs can give $5,000 to a candidate committee per election (primary, general or special). 
What's a super PAC?

· Developed in the aftermath of Supreme Court Case Citizens United

· These PACs make no contributions to candidates or parties. 
· Make independent expenditures in federal races - running ads or sending mail or communicating in other ways with messages that advocate the election or defeat of a specific candidate. 
· There are no limits or restrictions on the sources of funds (meaning corporations and unions can donate!)
