Unpacking & Planning the TOK Essay 
Unpacking a strange bag: 
“The TOK course is like a voyage over the sea of knowledge.  Now, we will liken the TOK Essay task to different types of bags for the voyage.  The essay title can be understood to be a bag of things provided to you.  Each title, then is like a bag provided for your convenience by a shipping company.  This bag will contain somebody else’s idea of essential articles for your voyage, such as toiletries, soap or shampoo.  Your job is to unpack the bag, identify its contents, and then build a display (your essay) that explains how the bag’s contents can be understood in terms of, and applied to a part of, the knowledge sea.  The TOK prescribed titles are a collection of 6 bags from which you must try to choose the one best for you.  A bag provided by a stranger might at first seem strange but, on opening it, you will soon find items that are familiar to you, like those in the bag described above.”
The essay process: 
Unpack the 6 titles -> Choose your title -> Brainstorm the elements to include -> Plan out the essay -> Write the essay

Use the elements below to help you unpack the titles: 

*Today you will do this in groups but this must be completed by your first interaction for the title you select.
	1. Action/Command term: 


	2. Identify key words and phrases:



	3. Ambiguous words: 



	4. Claim in the title:
5. The cc to the claim the title:


	6. Assumptions in the title: 



	7. Rephrase title to check for understanding (**Trying to put the title in your own words can help you understand the intent of the whole title…REMEMBER…you must respond to the title in your essay exactly how it is written**)



	8. Identify the knowledge issues:



	9. Consider  AOK and WOK (choose 2 that you might use):



	10. Make claims and develop perspectives using authentic examples (you as the knower!) to illustrate or support your discussion: 



	11. Analyze and Argue: Counter-claims? Counter-arguments? Counter-examples to support?


	12. Evaluation/conclusion:




