Common us Polthcal Farty PlaHorms

Differences Between em&bi%aans and Democrats
What does each Party stand for?

Political Party affiliation is a quick way to find cut the basic ideas and philosophy for each candidate,
both Republicans and Democrats. Political affiliation can be used to understand the core beliefs of each
candidate and there are significant differences between them,

Core Beliefs.

Republicans believe that each person is responsible for his or her own place in society. Government
should enable each person the ability to secure the henefits of soclety for themselves, their families and
for those who are unable to'care for themselves.

The Republican philosophy is based on limiting the intervention of government as a catalyst of individual
prosperity. Government should only intervene in specific cases where socxety cannct effectively act at

the individual level. with the core belief that individual destiny should be in the individual’s hands, ‘
governmental power and resources shoutd be kept close to the people, through their state and
community ieaders, and not centralized in distant federal gevernment agencies,

Democrats believe it is the responsibility of government to care for all individuals, even if it means ' ?
giving up scme individual rights and/or subordinating enterprise and initiative.

Democrat Party administrations have pushed for the centralization of power in Washington D.C., with
only secondary consideration for the rights of both individuals and communities. Bemocrats have
favored federal-ievel interventions that replace community-based solutions to community problems,
These tactics have created several federal regulations and centrols that are often in the hands of
unetectad bureaucrats, causing a severe erosion of local authority,

The Economy

Republicans believe free enterprise has brought economic growth and inhovations that have made this
country great. Government should help stimulate a business environment where people are free to uge -
their talents.,

Democrais believé that the economy is too complicated for individuals to navigate alone. They belisve
that business decisions shouid be guided by government officials and in the best interest of labor
unions.

Taxes and Government Spending

Republicans work tirelessly to cut government spending and to eliminate government waste.
Republicans believe individuais should control both their own and their government’s pocketbook - the
neople should authorize all tax increases.

Democrats belisve that government knows what is best for individuals. They argue that federal
bureaucrats better understand the needs of a community than a Iocally elected council and the federal
government should define the tax burden necessary to meet its obligations, because this i$ too
complicated for individuals to understand.




National Defense

Republicans believe in a strong national defense. Republicans know that defending our nation against
its enemies must be a fundamental commitment of the federal government and this requires the best-
trained, best-equipped and most effective military in the werld, With

America as the world’s only superpower, Republicans believe that true security comes from the strength
of character to act collaboratively, when possible, and alone when necessary. After the tragedy of 9-11,
- America must be ready to fight terrorism abroad in order to prevent it at home,

in the past 10 years, Democrats have advocated for scaling down our military and reducing the money
spent on military intelligence. Demeccrats believe that true security comes from negotiations with foreign
nations, even if they harbor or have financial ties to terrorist groups. Democrats believe that we must
ask other nations for permission before we act to pretect our own security,

Education

Republicans believe all students, regardiess of race or socio-economic background, should become
proficient in both reading and math. While it is desirable that children learn more than cne language,
mastery of the English language will allow cur children to be.competitive at the university level.
Republicans also betieve that schools should be held accountable for student pregress through testing,
which can be used to identify Individual childrens’ needs. These reports, at both the student and school
level, should be provided to the parents to ensure accountability.

Democrats believe that tests burden teachers and waste classroom instruction time. They also believe
children should be forced to stay in schools that fail to teach the basic skilis. Democrats argue that
literacy should be left for unions to define rather than iocal PTAs or other parent groups.

immigration

Republicans recognize that our nation Is enriched by immigrants seeking a better life. In many cases -
immigrants have fled violence and oppression searching for peace and freedom, All suffered and
sacrificed but hope for a better future for their children in Amerxca :

Republicans agree that the lack of security along cur borders has contributed to the flow of narco-
trafficking, gang violence, and the yearly forced servitude and slavery of over 50,000 women and
children from foreign countries by human smugglers. Whife our natien has heen enriched by the
determination, energy, and diversity of immigrants, Republicans believe that in this nation of laws,
immigration policies should ke followed and that securing our borders s vital to ensuring the safety of
our citizens.

Democrats believe that as the world superpower, it is a fundamental right for the United States to
provide unconditional aid and comfort to the citizens of other nations. Democrats believe in open
borders, unconditional amnesty, and that the laws of this nation be curtailed te provide non- emergency
assistance and legal forms of ideritification to foreign nationa!s




LIBERTARIAN PARTY
PLATFORM

As &dopted in Convention, May 2012, Las Vegas, Nevada

PREAMEBLE

As Libertarians, we seek a world of liberty; a world in which all individuals are sovereign over their
own lives and no one is forced to sacrifice his or her values for the benefit of others.

We believe that respect for individual rights is the essential precondition for a free and prosperous
world, that force and fraud must be banished from human relationships, and that only through
freedom can peace and prosperity be realized.

Consequently, we defend each person's right to engage in any activity that is peaceful and honest,
and welcome the diversity that freedom brings. The world we seek to build is one where individuals
are free to follow their own dreams in their own ways, without interference from government or any
authoritarian power.

In the following pages we have set forth our basic principles and enumerated various polzcy stands
derived from those principles. :

These specific policies are not our goal, however. Our goal 1S h(')thjng more nor less than a world set

free in our lifetime, and it is to this end that we take these stands.

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

We, the members of the Libertarian Party, challenge the cult of the ommipotent state and defend the
rights of the individual. :

We hold that all individuals have the right to exercise sole dominion over their own lives, and have
the right to live in whatever manner they choose, so long as they do not for(:lbly interfere with the
equal right of others to live in whatever manner they choose.




Governments throughout history have regularly operated on the opposite principle, that the State
has the right to dispose of the lives of individuals and the fruits of their labor. Even within the
United States, all political parties other than our own grant to government the right to regulate the
lives of individuals and seize the fruits of their labor without their consent.

We, on the contrary, deny the right of any government to do these things, and hold that where
governments exist, they must not violate the rights of any individual: namely, (1) the right to life -~
accordingly we suppott the prohibition of the initiation of physical force against others; (2) the right
to liberty of speech and action - accordingly we oppose all attempts by government to abridge the
freedom of speech and press, as well as government censorship in any form; and (3) the right to
property — accordingly we oppose all government interference with private property, such as
confiscation, nationalization, and eminent domain, and support the prohibition of robbery, trespass,
fraud, and misrepresentation.

Since governments, when instituted, must not violate individual rights, we oppose all interference
by government in the areas of voluntary and contractual relations among individuals. People should
not be forced to sacrifice their lives and property for the benefit of others. They should be left free
by government to deal with one another as free traders; and the resultant economic system, the only
one compatible with the protection of individual rights, is the frec market.

1.0 PERSONAL LIBERTY

Individuals should be fiee to make choices for themselves and to accept responsibility for the
consequences of the choices they make. No individual, group, or government may initiate force
against any other individual, group, or government. Our support of an individual's right to make
choices in life does not mean that we necessarily approve or disapprove of those choices.

1.1 Expression and Communication

We support full freedom of expression and oppose government censorship, regulation or control of
communications media and technology. We favor the freedom to engage in or abstain from any
religious activities that do not violate the rights of others. We oppose government actions which
either aid or attack any religion.

1.2 Personal Priva@

Libertarians support the rights recognized by the Fourth Amendment to be secure in our persons,
homes, and property. Protection from unreasonable search and seizure should include records held
by third parties, such as email, medical, and library records. Only actions that infringe on the rights
of others can properly be termed crimes. We favor the repeal of all laws creating “crimes” without
victims, such as the use of drugs for medicinal or recreational purposes.




1.3 Persenal Relationships

Sexual orientation, preference, gender, or gender identity should have no impact on the
government's treatment of individuals, such as in current marriage, child custody, adoption,
immigration or military service laws. Government does not have the authority to define, license or
restrict personal relationships. Consenting adults should be free to choose their own sexual practices
and personal relationships.

1.4 Abortion

Recognizing that abortion is a sensitive issue and that people can hold good-faith views on all sides,
we believe that government should be kept out of the matter, leaving the question to each person for
their conscientious consideration.

1.5 Crime and Justice

Government exists to protect the rights of every individual including life, liberty and property.
Criminal laws should be limited to violation of the rights of others through force or fraud, or
deliberate actions that place others involuntarily at significant risk of harm. Individuals retain the
right to voluntarily assume risk of harm to themselves. We support restitution to the victim to the
fullest degree possible at the expense of the criminal or the negligent wrongdoer. We oppose
reduction of constitutional safeguards of the rights of the criminally accused. The rights of due
process, a speedy trial, legal counsel, trial by jury, and the legal presumption of innocence until
proven guilty, must not be denied. We assert the common-law right of juries to judge not only the
facts but also the justice of the law.

1.6 Self-Defense

The only legitimate use of force is in defense of individual rights — life, liberty, and justly acquired
property —— against aggression, This right inheres in the mndividual, who may agree to be aided by
any other individual or group. We affirm the individual right recognized by the Second Amendment
to keep and bear arms, and oppose the prosecution of individuals for exercising their rights of self-
defense. We oppose all laws at any level of government requiring registration of, or restricting, the
ownership, manufacture, or transfer or sale of firearms or ammunition.

2.0 ECONOMIC LIBERTY

Libertarians want all members of society to have abundant opportunities to achieve economic
success. A free and competitive market allocates resources in the most efficient manner. Each
person has the right to offer goods and services to others on the free market. The only proper role of
government in the economic realm is to protect property rights, adjudicate disputes, and provide a
legal framework in which voluntary trade is protected. All efforts by government to redistribute
wealth, or to control or manage trade, are improper in a free socicty.




2.1 Property and Contract

Property rights are entitled to the same protection as all other human rights. The owners of property
have the full right to control, use, dispose of;, or in any manner enjoy, their property without
interference, until and unless the exercise of their control infringes the valid rights of others. We
oppose all controls on wages, prices, rents, profits, production, and interest rates. We advocate the
repeal of all laws banning or restricting the advertising of prices, products, or services. We oppose
all violations of the right to private property, liberty of contract, and freedom of trade. The right to
trade includes the right not to trade — for any reasons whatsoever. Where property, including land,
has been taken from its rightful owners by the government or private action in violation of
individual rights, we favor restitution to the rightful owners.

2.2 Enilimnment

We support a clean and healthy environment and sensible use of our natural resources. Private
landowners and conservation groups have a vested interest in maintaining natural resources.
Pollution and misuse of resources cause damage to our ecosystem. Governments, unlike private
businesses, are unaccountable for such damage done to our environment and have a terrible track
record when it comes to environmental protection. Protecting the environment requires a clear
definition and enforcement of individual rights in resources like land, water, air, and wildlife. Free
markets and property rights stimulate the technological innovations and behavioral changes required
to protect our environment and ecosystems. We realize that our planet's climate is constantly
changing, but environmental advocates and social pressure are the most effective means of
changing public behavior.

2.3 Energy and Resources

While energy is needed to fuel a modemn society, government should not be subsidizing any
particular form of energy. We oppose all government control of energy pricing, allocation, and
production, | B '

2.4 Government Finance and Spending

All persons are entitled to keep the fruits of their labor. We call for the repeal of the income tax, the
abolishment of the Internal Revenue Service and all federal programs and services not required
under the U.S. Constitution. We oppose any legal requirements forcing employers to serve as tax
collectors. Government should not incur debt, which burdens future generations without their
consent. We suppost the passage of a "Balanced Budget Amendment” to the U.S. Constitution,
provided that the budget is balanced exclusively by cutting expenditures, and not by raising taxes.

2.5 Money and Financial Markets

We favor free-market banking, with unrestricted competition among banks and depository
institutions of all types. Individuals engaged in voluntary exchange should be free to use as money
any mutually agreeable commodity or item. We support a halt to inflationary monetary policies and
unconstitutional legal tender laws.




2.6 Monaopolies and Corporations

We defend the right of individuals to form corporations, cooperatives and other types of companies
based on voluntary association. We seek to divest government of all functions that can be provided
by non-governmental organizations or private individuals. We oppose government subsidies to
business, labor, or any other special interest. Industries should be governed by free markets.

2.7 Labor Markets

We support repeal of all laws which impede the ability of any person to find employment, We
oppose government-fostered forced retirement. We support the right of free persons to associate or
not associate in labor unions, and an employer should have the right to recognize or refuse to
recognize a union. We oppose government interference in bargaining, such as compulsory
_arbitration or imposing an obligation to bargain.

2.8 Education

Education is best provided by the free market, achieving greater quality, accountability and
efficiency with more diversity of choice. Recognizing that the education of children is a parental
responsibility, we would restore authority to parents to determine the education of their children,
without interference from government. Parents should have control of and responsibility for all
funds expended for their children's education.

2.9 Health Core

We favor restoring and reviving a free market health care system. We recognize the freedom of
individuals to determine the level of health insurance they want (if any), the level of health care |
they want, the care providers they want, the medicines and treatments they will use and all other
aspects of their medical care, including end-of-life decisions. People should be free to purchase
health insurance across state lines.

2.10 Retirement and Income Security

~Retirement planning is the responsibility of the individual, not the government. Libertarians would
phase out the current government-sponsored Social Security system and transition to a private
voluntary system. The proper and most effective source of help for the poor is the voluntary efiorts
of private groups and individuals. We believe members of society will become more charitable and
civil society will be strengthened as government reduces its activity in this realm.

3.0 SECURING LIBERTY

The protection of individual rights is the oﬁly proper purpose of government. Government is
constitutionally limited so as to prevent the infringement of individual rights by the government
itself. The principle of non-initiation of force should guide the relationships between governments.



3.1 National Defense

We support the maintenance of a sufficient military to defend the United States against aggression.
The United States should both avoid entangling alliances and abandon its attempts-to act as
policeman for the world. We oppose any form of compulsory national service.

3.2 Internal Security and Individual Rights

The defense of the country requires that we have adequate intelligence to detect and to counter
threats to domestic security. This requirement must not take priority over maintaining the civil
liberties of our citizens. The Constitution and Bill of Rights shall not be suspended even during time
of war. Intelligence agencies that legitimately seek to preserve the security of the nation must be
subject to oversight and transparency. We oppose the government's use of secret classifications to
keep from the public information that it should have, especially that which shows that the
government has violated the law.

3.3 International Affairs

American foreign policy should seek an America at peace with the world. Our foreign policy should
emphasize defense against attack from abroad and enhance the likelihood of peace by avoiding
foreign entanglements. We would end the current U.S. government policy of foreign infervention,
inchiding military and economic aid. We recognize the right of all people to resist tyranny and
defend themselves and their rights. We condemn the use of force, and especially the use of
terrorism, against the innocent, regardless of whether such acts are committed by governments or by
political or revolutionary groups.

3.4 Free Trade and Migration

We support the removal of governmental impediments to free trade. Political freedom and escape
from tyranny demand that individuals not be unreasonably constrained by government in the
crossing of political boundaries. Economic freedom demands the unrestricted movement of human
as well as financial capital across national borders. However, we support control over the entry into
our country of foreign nationals who pose a credible threat to security, healih or property.

3.5 Rights and Discrimination

Libertarians embrace the concept that all people are born with certain inherent rights. We reject the
~ idea that a natural right can evér impose an obligation upon others to fulfill that "right.” We
condemn bigotry as irrational and repugnant. Government should neither deny nor abridge any
individual's human right based upon sex, wealth, ethnicity, creed, age, national origin, personal
habits, political preference or sexual orientation. Parents, or other guardians, have the right to raise
their children according to their own standards and beliefs. This statement shall not be construed to
condone child abuse or neglect.




3.6 Representative Government

We support election systems that are more representative of the electorate at the federal, state and
local levels. As private voluntary groups, political parties should be allowed to establish their own
rules for nomination procedures, primaries and conventions. We call for an end to any tax-financed
subsidies to candidates or parties and the repeal of all laws which restrict voluntary financing of
election campaigns. We oppose laws that effectively exclude alternative candidates and parties,
deny ballot access, gerrymander districts, or deny the voters their right to consider all legitimate
alternatives. We advocate initiative, referendum, recall and repeal when used as popular checks on
government.

3.7 Self-Determination

Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of individual liberty, it is the right of the
people to alter or to abolish it, and to agree to such new governance as to them shall seem most
likely to protect their liberty.

4,0 OMISSIONS

Our silence about any other particular government law, regulation, ordinance, directive, edict,
control, regulatory agency, activity, or machination should not be construed to imply approval.







Green Party Platform
A Call to Action

The Green Platform presents an eco-social analysis and vision for our country. In contrast to the major po-
litical parties that create their platforms through back-room deals by insiders and power-brokers, we have
created a grassroots process that invites submissions from every local Green Party and every Green
individual. Through democtatic process we arrive at a final draft to present for approval. The Green
Platform is an evolv- ing document, a living work-in-progress that expresses our commnitment to creating
wise and-enduring change in specific policies and in the political process itself. The Green Party is
committed to values-based politics, as expressed in our Ten Key Values, These values guide us in
countering and changmg a system that extols exploitation, unsustainable consumptmn and destructive
competition.

Preambie

Never has our country faced as many challenges and crises as we do now. Levels of federal revenue are the
lowest they have been since 1950 because of tax cuts and breaks for the very rich and for corporations.
Government agencies charged with safeguarding public health and safety are op- erating with slashed
budgets that paralyze their efforts. Jobs are being permanently relocated outside the country, while social
and edncational programs are being gutted. Our food, water, air, and soil are increasingly found to bear
toxins and debilitating pollution, Every single level of government — local, county, state, and federal — is
op- erating in the red, running up crushing amounts of debt. Many of our atlies and former friends around
the world are disgusted with our imperialist foreign policy, mili- tarism, and arrogant corporate behavior,
Realizing that our actions will be judged by future generations, we ask how we can draw on the best of our
traditions, calling forth a spirit of ingenuity and citizen participation to achieve a free, democratic, just, and
responsible society, one that actively responds to the crucial ecological chal- lenges of our time, rather than
denying them.

We submit a bold vision of cur country’s future, a Plat- form on which we stand:

» Qur Ten Key Values as a guide to a politics of vision and action,

A creative, pragmatic plan for a prospering sustain- able economy, and

> A call to restore and protect a healthy, diverse envi- romment and to cultivate a sense of community at all
levels, from the local to the planetary. We propose a vision of our common good that is ad- vanced
ihrough an independent politics free from the control of corporations and big money, and through
a democratic structure and process that empowers and reaches across lines of division to bring

together our com- bined strengths as a people.

We, the Green Party, see our political and economic pro- gress, and our individual lives, within the context
of an evolving, dynamic world.

As in nature, where adaptauon and diversity provide key strategies through which Jife flomishes, a
successful po- litical strategy is one that is diverse, adaptable to changing needs, and strong and resilient i in

its core values:

« Participatory Democracy, reoted in commmumity practice at the grassroots level and informing every level,
from the local o the international.

= Social Justice and Equal Opportunity empha5121ng personal and social responsibility, accountability, and
an informing ethic of Nonviolence,

« Ecological and Economic Sustainability, balancing the interests of a regulated market economy and




community-based economtics with effective care for the Great Economy in which we are embedded: the
ecosystems of the Earth.

The Green Party Platform seeks to identify the most cru- cial problems facing our country and offers ideas
for re- sponsible action to solve them. Looking to the future with hope and optimism, we believe we can
truly correct the course of reckless, destructive governance that has allowed and encouraged the
degradation of our ecological life- support systems, gutted our economy, and strained the social fabric to
the point of causing material hardship for millions of Americans. Our common destiny brings us to- gether
across our nation and around the globe. We act in service to our children and the future generations of all
our relations in the Earth community. We act in service to the future we are creating today.

2010 Platform

1. Grassroots Democracy

Every human being deserves a say in the decisions that affect his or her life and should not be subject to the

will of another. Therefore, we will work to increase public participation at every level of government and to

ensure that our public representa- tives are fully accountable to the people who elect them. We will also

work to create new types of political organizations which expand the process of participatory democracy by |
directly in- cluding citizens in the decisionmaking process. ' f

2. Secial Justice and Equal Opportanity o

Al persons should have the rights and opportunity to benefit equally from the resources afforded us by
society and the envi- ronment. We must consciously confront in onrselves, our or- ganizations, and society
at farge, barriers such as racism and class oppression, sexism and homophobia, ageism and disability,
which act to deny fair treatment and equal justice under the faw.

3. Ecological Wisdom

Human societies must operate with the understanding that we are part of nature, not separate from nature.

We must maintain an ecological balance and live within the ecological and resource limits of our ' S
communities and our planet. We support a sug- tainable society which utilizes resources in such a way that
future generations will benefit and not suffer from the practices of our generation. To this end we must
practice agriculture which re- plenishes the soil; move to an energy efficient economy; and live in ways that
respect the integrity of natural systems.

4, Non-Viclence

It is essential that we develop effective alternatives to society's current patterns of violence. We will work
to demilitarize, and eliminate weapons of mass destruction, without being naive about the intentions of
other governments. We recognize the need for self-defense and the defense of others who are in help- less
situations. We promote non-violent methods to oppose practices and policies with which we disagree, and
will guide our actions toward lasting personal, community and global peace.

5. Decentralization

Centralization of wealth and power contributes to social and economic injustice, environmental destruction, . |
and militariza- tion. Therefore, we support a restructuring of social, political and economic institutions |
away from a systern which i$ con- trolled by and mostly benefits the powerful few, to a democratic, less |
bureaucratic system. Decision-malking should, as much as possible, remain at the individual and local level,
while assuring that civil rights are protected for all citizens.

6. Community Based Economics



Redesign our work structures to encourage employee ownership and workplace democracy. Develop new
economic activities and institutions that will allow us to use our new technologies in ways that are humane,
freeing, ecological and accountable, and responsive to communities. Establish some form of basic eco-
nomic security, open to all. Move beyond the narrow “job ethic” to new definitions of “work,” jobs” and
“income” that reflect the changing economy. Restructure our patterns of income dis- tribution to reflect the
wealth created by those outside the for- mal monetary economy: those who take responsibility for
parenting, housekeeping, home gardens, community volunteer work, etc. Restrict the size and concenirated
power of corpora- tions without discouraging superior efficiency or techrological innovation.

7. Feminism and Gender Equity

We have inherited a social system based on male domination of politics and economics. We cail for the
replacement of the cul- tural ethics of domination and control with more cooperative ways of interacting
that respect differences of opinion and gen- der. Human values such as equity between the sexes, interper-
sonal responsibility, and honesty must be developed with moral conscience. We should remember that the
process that deter- mines our decisions and actions is just as important as achieving the outcome we want.

8. Respect for Diversity

We believe it is important to value cultural, ethnic, racial, sexual, religious and spiritual diversity,and to
promote the development of respectful relationships across these lines. We beiieve that the many diverse
elements of society should be reflected in our organ- izations and decision-making bodies, and we support
the lead- ership of people who have been traditionally closed out of lead- ership roles. We acknowledge
and encourage respect for other life forms than our own and the preservation of biodiversity.

9. Personal and Global Responsibility

We encourage individuals to act to improve their personal well- being and, at.the same time, to enhance
ecological balance and social harmony. We seek to join with people and organizations around the world to
foster peace, economic justice, and the health of the planet.

1. Future Focus And Sustainability

Our actions and policies should be motivated by long-term goals. We seek to protect valuable natural
resources, safely disposing of or “unmaking” all waste we create, while developing a sustain- able
economics that does not depend on continual expansion for survival. We must counterbalance the drive for
short-term profits by assuring that economic development, new technolo- gies, and fiscal policies are
responsible to future generations who will inherit the results of our actions. Make the quality of life, rather
than open-ended economic growth, the focus of futare thinking.
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