UmpLe widay fnmat iceas ...
TOK ESAY OUTLINE TEMPLATE

U Introduction (appx. 200 words)
H Paragraph i
Identify your Essay Prompt
Create a Kl with your prompt
Provide athesis with an answer to the prompt
Provide a preview of the major points you are making (exploring 3
AOKs/ WOKs in refation to the essay prompt is best)
H  Transition to the body of the essay
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U Body (appx. 1200 words)
[ Paragraph 1 (An exploration of Kl #1 using appx. 200 words)
{1 Provide your main reasoningwhy your thesisistrue (using 1st
WOK/ ACK)
Be sure to identify your 1st Kl and prompt again
Use areal-life example to justify your position (personal examples are
encouraged}
Remember to use TOK terminology (AOKs and WOKs)
Transition to the next paragraph
[l Paragraph 2 {200 words)
L Provide acounter-claim to Point #1
[l Givean example or 2 why your thesis is wrong (or why point #1 is
flawed)
tl Provideresearch to justify the counterclaim (outside examples are
encour aged)
U Paragraph 3 (An exploration of KI #2 using appx. 200 words)
[l Repeat paragraph 1 instructions.but use a different Ki
[l Paragraph 4 (200 words)
[l Repeat the counter-claim process
L Paragraph 5 {An expioration of Ki #3 using appx. 200 words)
: 0 Repeat paragraph 1 instructions but use a different Ki
H  Paragraph 6 (200 words)
0 Repeat the counter-claim process
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0 Conclusion (200-250 words)

[ Paragraph 1
I1 Explain the importance of your thesis and Kis covered in the essay
[l Providean alternate perspective to your thesis. {i.e. how would someone

else in adifferent culture view your thesis?)

[ Paragraph 2
[ Review your thesis
l Review your main points
H Sum up the argument



[Tow (o structure the Tok Essav .. .

The following structure is a very good, step-by-step method you can use on any ToK essay (o gel
very high marks.

Here are the main things to keep in mind when you're using this method:

I. Your #1 priority is answering the prescribed title. If vou somehow lollow this
method, but don't answer the question you won't score well. So make sure vou
keep linking back to the question as you go.

Try to use original, interesting evidenge,

[ ]

Okay here we go...

The structure on this page will give you a strong foundation for your essay and then we're going
o make your essay as insightful as possible.

FFirst, choose your PT and KQ

Before you can begin your real/final essay, you'll want to look at the Prescribed Title (something
like: = %ohad by it abouf mathematics and scicnee that malies them so convineing?™ and think
about it,

Gel some of your 1nitial ideas down on paper.

Second, choose 1 WOK and 2 AOKs

Now, take your prescribed title and choose two AOKSs to explore it with,

I normally recommend exploring just 2 AoK's in the main body of your essay and then
include a few insights into WOKSs around the edges (more on this in a bit).

The essay contains two body sections (or "developments"). Each body section will look at a
certain area of knowledge or way of knowing.

To explore the question we chose above, it's pretty easy to choose our AOKs because they are
actually listed in the question. We'll be using Mathematics and Natural Science.

The courtroom analogy

The TOK essay is about knowledge (how we come to know things). I{ helps (o think of the essay
as though you're showing the most interesting bits of a conversation between two smart people,
aboul how we know things.

Or you could think about 1t like presenting two sides of an argument, in front of a judge. Each
side needs to present evidence,



One lavwyer is saying YES (i.c. reason is reliable, with examples} and the other is pointing out the
weaknesses in what lawyer 1 18 saying (i.e. reason is often not reliable, also with examples).

Your lawver will make the case that you can’t be guilty of robbing the bank (her thesis), by using
several atguments (elaims); she’ll show that

You weren’t there
You're are a moral person and
You don’t have the technical knowledge to pull oft a job like that.
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However, if your lawyer was a ToK student they would also be explaining reasons why you
might be guilty {the counterclaims).

1. Someone said they saw you there,
2. Youadmitted to lying to your mom about candy one time and
3. Youare pretty good atl compulters.

The lawyers would use cvidence 1o support each of these claims and counterclaims.

Making sure your evidence actually supports your claim is one of the toughest aspects of
the essav.

The step-by-step method
The method has 4 sections and 7 paragraphs overall and specific aspects need to go in each.

First, wrile your introduction, using 150-200 words

Paragraph 1

-Say 2 interesting things about the prescribed title, "Many people 1l Mathenwtic: and Sovis
st vy convineing. However, many of these same people would swv that oy L
savrsvinding of either of these two flelds. Both of these Gelds valy v pleosuy

-Define one or two of the key terms in the title. Here I might define Mathematics and Natural
Science. (I would also look up the term "convineing”. I might not include that definition in my
essay, but I would like to know whether there are any conflicting definitions. That might help me
say Interesting things later on in the essay--for example in the conclusion.)

-Ndl’l ow in on one aspect which is particularly In'[f:I'L.SUl]C' "This essay with Tocts o the bak
cernesns replicability o results, as a source of reliability

-State your thesis. What Is your short answer to the prescribed title, your thesis. (You might
decide, by the end of your essay, that your initial thinking was wrong, but you should know the
point your claims are going to be supporting).



-Give us a roadmap, a sentence that gives us a preview. This shows us what you’re going to do
in your body paragraphs (your "developments™). Tell us AOKs you're going to use and which
WOK you will be focused on most. This will make it easy for the marker to know whal to look
fOL An C\dl"nplc Sdathemutics can be seen s moere reliible beemise 1wy v, Nt
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S dess reiiahle boense iorelics on obvcrendion.
Next write your first development. 2 paragraphs totalling 600 words
Paragraph 2

-Claim. A claim a topic bellthCt that outlines yom argument about the plcscrlbcd lllh, l or
e\dmph, you could claim that, “Mathematies can be relied on becuse Ter wopmael Togic

-Explain. Elaborate and clarify your claim. " iathepinies s condomatis el D idom s
Bl brnnoaratieive.

-Example. A real life example, to clarify and support the claim from your own experience.

Examples should be personal, specific, precise and real. Did something happen in your Science

class? Did you have a conversation with your or hear a story from your grandfather? These are

evidence from your own lile rather than exampies from Darwin or Lincoln. SO )*ou could ‘Laik

about wow, i mthemamics we learned thit the mstde anslos of wamina e, o il 2o

ciaoabr o

Para gra ph 3

-Cuunter claim. Arp gue against yourclaim above. i-inv.'c'-\ S b erenlinhe f ot B
il dUTerong svsten s of aethemnatio

-E\ample An examplc. that supports your counter claim. " There e diftorent sl in ot goisin!
el ke bnterion anedes oF woriangle eguad 186 niu-luu iy Dneinding wowe

cnvd e onponen wkhin athier st suei s sphodeal poomiety or heporhoiie goomot s

—Lmk to pl csu‘zbcd title. Quickly sum up the {complicated) insights of this section. It i

whemitios s coiiabbe oo ectont bat orttern it cag sy 'w' . “

s one fesed systent or approach.”

Now, wrile another two body paragraphs, looking at your second AQOK. Use the same approach
vou saw in paragraphs 2 and 3. 600 words

Paragraph 4
~Claim,

-Explain,



-Example.
Paragraph 5
-_Cuuntcr.-claim.
-Example.
-Link to prescribed title.
Finally, write your 'conclusion’. Two paragraphs, totalling 200-230 words
Pavagraph 6
-Your conclusion. Explain what big, general insights have come out of this--your conclusion.

Implications and significance. Also tell us why it's important that we know this. When and how
does it matter that we understand this lesson?

>aragraph 7

-Perspectives and extensions. If you can, try to pull in a very different perspective. on your
conclusion. Perhaps you can recognize a very different way of approaching the question. which
cowld have resulted in quite different insights than those you included in your essay. Or you
could also mention one or two unresolved questions that this essay has revealed. You could also
think of this as explaining some "limitations” or a weaknesses of your essay. bul it's also about
showing that the conversation isn't over yet. There is more to the question than you've had the
room to explore.

(bvieusly there is a lot more depth that we can go into about what makes a really great TOK.
essay, but this structure will get you started.




